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On Oct. 27, representatives from
all of the 23 California State
Universities (CSU) met in Long
Beach to show their opposition of
the proposal for an eight-percent
fee increase on tuition.

A Student Trustee and CSU
San Bernardino student, who rep
resents all CSU students, was the
only member of the 25 person
Board of Trustees to vote against
the fee increase.

PROTEST

continued on page 4

Matt Faust, StaffReporter
Matthew_Faust@csumb.edu

On October 26 through the 31,
FORA (Fort Ord Reuse Authority)
had their yearly fire bum in the
Parker Flats area of Fort Ord.
A 147-acre bum was contained
in the back county by several
local fire departments, to ensure
that this years fire would not get
out of hand.

These local bums are performed
for a couple reasons, according
to FORA’s Associate Planner,
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News
Service Learning grant to benefit Chinatown
Kimber Solana, StaffReporter
KlMBERRY_S0LANA@CSUMB.EDU

A new hope has arrived in the form of
a $599,912 federal grant awarded to
CSUMB’s Service Learning Institute [SLI]
to help the poor and homeless residents of
Chinatown in Salinas.
Chinatown has become a hub of poverty
with the homeless camping out on the
streets, keeping themselves warm by a fire
burning from a metal trashcan and sleeping
in their cars filled with all they own.
CSUMB service learners have been
working hard along side with Dorothy’s
Place and other service learning programs
to help provide services around the area for
those who are poor and homeless.
Dorothy’s Place has been serving the
poor and homeless of the area by providing
them with food every day. Last year, the
soup kitchen served 105,000 meals.
The three-year grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development [HUD] will help the SLI in
assisting the City of Salinas Redevelopment
Agency and faith-based organizations around
the area with a revitalization project.

“This plan will allow CSUMB to build a
long term relationship with these commu
nities,” said SLI Director Seth Pollack.
The project involves three specific plans
to help with the redevelopment: first, the
ESSP department will help out on a home
less garden/nursery project to be devel
oped on an abandoned piece of land on
Soledad Street.
The Business and CST service learners
will be assisting with a job training/microenterprise project that plans to offer courses
in job training and employability for the
homeless and poor of the area.
The third plan involves the CHHS depart
ment and their service learning students
helping to facilitate a community planning
process to create a vision for the area’s
redevelopment.
“This could be a model program for
the nation,” said Pollack, “We could get it
right by revitalizing a community without
marginalizing anyone.”
The idea came about after Dorothy’s
Place approached CSUMB and community
members and leaders last December to
come up with a plan to improve the neigh
borhood. The soup kitchen’s lease was set
to expire in December of 2006 and it was
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vital for them to find a way to stay open
and continue to serve the homeless.
“We realized, to extend our permit and
to survive, we needed to really expand
and have a greater impact in the com
munity,” said Robert Smith, founder of
Dorothy’s Place.
The Salinas Buddhist Temple, located
on the same neighborhood and whose
members are co-owners of the building
Dorothy’s Place is located in, will have the
final say whether the soup kitchen will stay
open after their lease expires.
“Our neighbors have veto power so we
need to make a plan to excite them about
this by bringing in community building
leaders,” said Smith, “We need to come up
with a common vision.”
Earlier this year, meetings were held
between members of the Buddhist Temple,
Dorothy’s Place, elected officials and other
community members such as CSUMB and
other property owners to discuss plans for
the area.
“The Service Learning Institute really
helped to bring the various members
of the community together,” said Don
Reynolds,
Redevelopment Project
Manager for Salinas, “We want to see a
vibrant community.”
There were various ideas and concept
of the future of Soledad Street discussed
at the meeting. According to Reynolds,
ideas such as building an amusement park,
bulldozing buildings to growing grass and
expanding Dorothy’s Kitchen three times
its size were heard at the meeting.
“The homeless population affects Salinas
and it has for years,” said Reynolds, “We
have to accept the fact that we have to
serve this population.”
Though the grant isn’t set up specifically
to assist the soup kitchen’s lack of financial
resources, Smith said he’s hopeful that it
will have a ripple effect eventually improv
ing the whole community and help keep
the kitchen to continue its mission.
According to Pollack, the implementa
tion of the project will be occurring in the
near future. Planting for the nursery will
begin in the spring of 2006 while commu
nity forums will continue to occur.
The grant is from the $6.6 million
HUD award for its Hispanic-Serving
Institutions Assisting Communities
Program. CSUMB is one of the 11 recipi
ents of the yearly grant.

Local Events
Calendar
To post an event, contact Adam
Joseph via FirstClass
Friday & Saturday, Nov, 11-12

The 88s at the Black Box Cabaret
9 p.m., Free
Friday-Sunday, Nov. 11-13

6th International United Nations
Association traveling film festival.
Friday & Saturday, 7 p.m., Sunday
2 p.m. Irvine Auditorium of the
Monterey Institute of International
Studies, 625-9414 Free
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 12-13

Asilomar Craft Fair. Pacific Grove
Call 642-4242 for times. Free
Monday, Nov. 14

Camper Van Beethoven
In the the 1980s. Camper Van
Beethoven was one of its era’s most
original indie rock bands.
7:30 p.m. Monterey Live. 646-1415,
$15adv. /$17 door
Tuesday, Nov. 15

Damian Marley (Bob’s son)
7pm The Catalyst, Santa Cruz.
423-1338. $23/$26
Monday-Thursday, Nov. 14-17

“Close Encounters of the Third Kind.”
8 p.m. Golden State Theatre.
372-4555. $8
Friday & Saturday, Nov. 18-19

Comedian, Ruben Paul.
Planet Gemeni. 373-1449 $10
Sunday, Nov. 20

Off the Hook, local blues band at Sly
McFly’s. 9 p.m. 372-3225. Free.
Monday-Wed. Nov. 21-23

Meet the Penguins. One of the
Monterey Bay Aquarium’s 15 African
Blackfooted penguins steps out for a
stroll. Call Aquarium for times.

News

Dorothy’s doors to be open for women’s shelter
Irina Reissler , Staff Reporter
Irina_Reissler@csumb.edu

Dorothy’s Place Hospitality
Center, which provides the home
less and poor of Salinas with free
food and charity is now planning
to open its doors for women to
stay over night.
The program “Women Alive,”
aimed to help women to rebuild
their self-esteem and get them off
the street, was inspired and sup
ported by the Board of Directors of
the Franciscan Workers, an interfaith
parent organization of Dorothy’s
Place and related ministries.

According to the Board,
“Women Alive” enables the
women of Monterey County, as
far south as King City, to find a
roof over their heads.
According to Robert Smith, a
director of Dorothy’s Place, few
realized that women had no shel
ter until the lone night inn on the
North Main Street was perma
nently closed. “Dorothy’s Place”
will not turn down anyone.
People will only be turned
away when sleeping capacity is
reached at 20 persons or safety
reasons. Women are welcomed to
stay over nights for an unlimited
amount of time and without a

need to show the proof of being
raped or abused.
Two grants of $5,000 each,
which came from the Sister Fund,
an Engendering Empowerment
Foundation in New York, and one
anonymous source along with
the smaller grants and donations,
gave breathing room to the shelter
in Salinas.
“I can’t wait till the new shel
ter is open. I am so excited,”
said Grace Lasconia, a homeless
woman from Salinas. She pointed
a block down the road to an aban
doned barrack with a red roof, the
property of a monk.
The four women were nap

ping on the slippery floor when
they were taken off guard and
busted by the police last week.
Soon there after, they returned to
the same headquarters at risk of
being caught.
The new shelter hopes to stop
this trend.
Despite the fact that 15 volun
teers are successfully recruited by
the Dorothy’s administration, they
may not be enough to serve seven
nights a week. The few CSUMB
volunteers already gave haircuts
to the local homeless women for
no cost, as well as some CSUMB
Service Learning students who
took turns sweeping, mopping

and helping in the kitchen.
“We definitely need more
volunteers, especially when the
winter comes,” said Volunteer’s
Coordinator Janice Amacker. “We
are waiting for opening night with
hope to get more.”
Ashley Simmons, HCOM
senior and a co-chair of the
CSUMB Multicultural Feminists
club, along with fellow members,
began brainstorming ways of get
ting donations from businesses
around Salinas.
“In the coming weeks, it’s crucial
to pull together people from all
over the campus who are passion
ate about this and form a plan of
action to ensure that the shelter gets
what they need,” said Simmons.
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Lightmare on
Fredericksburg
Kimber Solana, Staff Reporter
KlMBERRY_S0LANA@CSUMB.EDU

Another vandalism case plagues
the University Police Department
and CSUMB students as 10 path
way lights along the Frederick
Park walkway at the rear of
Fredericksburg Court were dis
covered vandalized on the night
of Oct. 17.
The case heightens the alert for
safety around the now darkened
pathway.
“Those lights provide a lot of
safety and currently there aren’t
enough,” said Lt. Earl Lawson of
the UPD. “It’s an obvious safety
hazard.”
For undeclared sophomore
Elizabeth Wehman, a resident
of Frederick Park, the darkness
certainly makes her feel more
uncomfortable walking around at
night.
“It’s scary as it is already and
without those lights, it definitely
adds to the fear of walking on
those trails,” said Wehman.
According to Lawson, the
UPD’s goal is to catch the party
responsible for the vandalism.
Fingerprints were taken on sev
eral poles but there are currently
no suspects. The UPD and the
Alliance Residential Company
(ARC) have put up a reward of
$250 to anyone who has informa
tion that will lead to the arrest of
the ones responsible.
Lawson encourages the com
munity to call the UPD if anyone
sees anyone or anything suspi
cious.
Vandalism of pathway lights
has been a regular occurrence in
the past couple of weeks, accord
ing to Lawson, but ARC chose

not to report those smaller cases.
“We’re doing more vehicle and
foot patrols and trying to be very
visible,” said Lawson. “It’s tough.
We don’t have the resources to be
there 24 hours a day.”
Edward Castro, a maintenance
technician for ARC, discovered
the lights early morning of Oct.
17 and reported the incident to the
UPD. Castro stated on the police
reports that damages will cost an
estimated $3,000; each light will
cost $300.
“Essentially, the students are
the ones hurt by the situation,”
said Andy Klingelhoefer, dean of
Student Life.
The funds that ARC will use to
repair and replace the lights come
from the rent students pay.
“I don’t think it’s fair for us
who aren’t doing anything wrong
to pay for someone’s illegal
actions,” said Wehman. “But
those lights are needed, so I just
hope the UPD catches the one
responsible soon.”
The lights run through the
pathway from Abrams Drive
and lead to the walkway behind
Fredericksburg Court. According
to the police reports, the white
globes that cover the light bulb
were either missing or shattered
on the ground while some of
the poles were loose from the
ground.
“It appears the lights were dam
aged by someone either breaking
the globes with a long object or
by shaking the light poles,” said
Ray Shaffer, office manager for
Frederick and Schoonover Parks.
Shaffer stated in police reports
that if a suspect is found, ARC
would like charges filed against
the suspect.

Win an iPod!
Complete our library survey at

CSUMB@EDU/library
Deadline December 10,2005
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Protest

...from page 1

“It really disappoints me that fees
are going to be increased yet
again, forcing students to further
struggle in trying to fund our edu
cations,” said Associated Students
(AS) President Ren Herring.
The eight-percent increase
in tuition fees is supposed to
provide the CSU’s with more
classes, better teacher salaries
and more programs. But even
though the increase is happen
ing, the Board of Trustees does
not know where the money will
be spent and on what.
“There were no official writ
ten statements or a consensuses
among the trustees of how the
money will be spent,” said
Herring. “It saddens me to see
that the Board of Trustees has
decided to tax the students and
increase fees yet again without
providing a detailed plan on
how the extra monies will be
allocated.”
Four representatives from
CSUMB, along with at least one
representative from each of the
23 CSU’s observed the Board

of Trustees meeting held at the
Chancellor’s office to show their
support against the increase.
“Students are against it because a
lot of them can’t afford to pay extra
money,” said College Democrats
Vice President Zoé Carter.
CSU students became involved
in the process after Jackson
announced at a California State
Student Association (CSSA)
meeting in Humboldt that he
planned to vote “yes” for the fee
increase.
“People were upset, but
[Jackson] made a deal that if all
23 CSU’s were there to represent,
he’d vote no,” said Carter.
Carter, Herring and two other
CSUMB students made the trip
down to Long Beach to represent
CSUMB and show their support
for Jackson and his opposition.
According to a study by the
California Faculty Association
(CALFAC), since 2002 CSU
undergraduate tuition fees have
been increased by 76 percent and
graduate fees have increased by
106 percent.
“In just two years, the CSU
general fund was cut by over $500

million. During this same period,
undergraduate student fees have
increased by nearly $ 1,000,” said
the study by CALFAC.
In a statement made by
CALFAC, state funding cuts in
education during the recent years
are “forcing the CSU to restrict
enrollment sharply at a number
of campuses and erect additional
obstacles that reduce enrollment
demand and discourage prospec
tive students from even applying
to the CSU.”
General funding for the CSUs
have increased annually by
between 3.3 percent and 12.7
percent each year since the
1994-1995 school year, accord
ing to CALFAC.
“The fee increase shouldn’t
have taken place. It really hurts
the working class people in the
state of California,” said Herring.
The proposed fee increase,
which passed last month, will
not go into effect until the fall
semester, when incoming and
continuing students will face
higher tuition fees when they
pay for the upcoming 2006-2007
school year.

News

TAT student films documentary in New Orleans
New Orleans’ Magazine Street is
one of the many areas hit hard by
the disaster. Residents’ need for
assistance is written in plain view:
on the side of their homes, on roof
tops, anywhere someone providing
assistance might see (below).

PHOTOS BY DANIEL TARAS

Erin Nokes, StaffReporter
Erin_Nokes@csumb.edu

“The water came up so fast in some places. In
minutes it’s at your knees then to your chest,
and if you are not out the door with a plan
in that time, you don’t make it,” said Estee
Blancher, TAT student/documentary film
maker, in a blog posted on her Web site,
www.filmkatrina.com, on Oct. 31.

When Hurricane Katrina hit, Blancher
was extremely affected by the devastation
it caused, considering that throughout her
childhood she had lived in many different
areas throughout the state.
Blancher approached Steven Levinson
and Caitlyn Manning, two TAT professors,
with concerns involving her ability to con
centrate in school during this difficult time.
DOCUMENTARY

continued on page##

TAT student Estee
Blancher is currently in
her home state filming
a documentaiy about
Louisiana residents’
struggle to rebuild after
Hurricane Katrina made
landfall (bottom left). The
remnants of a structure
bears warning: Looters
will be shot” (bottom
right).

Nov. 10—Nov. 23,2005 | Otter Realm | 5

News

CSUMB Students helping to spread the word
about the Safe Haven Law
babysurrender
By Erin Nokes, staff reporter
Erin_Nokes@csumb.edu

Some CSUMB students have
taken up the challenge of creat
ing a public service announce
ment for a law put in place to
find unwanted babies safe and
loving homes.
Back in 2000, a bill was passed
in California called the Safe
Haven Law in order to prevent
unwanted babies younger than 72
hours old from being abandoned
and left to fend for themselves.
According to the Web site,
http://www.amtchildrenofhope.
com/safe_haven_law.htm, the law
states that any person that has
lawful custody of a minor/child
and cannot provide for that child

within 72 hours can legally drop where the time frame is seven
off the child to “...any employee days, but the law itselfstays mainly
on duty at a public or private the same, stating that minors can
hospital emergency room, or any be dropped off at any hospital or
additional location
public authority
designated by the
facility without
“There was this
board of supervi
the guardian of
woman who came up
sors,” and not fear
such child being
prosecution of any
prosecuted.
from down south a
kind.
Once
the
year ago to have her
The law has
babies
are
baby and then ended
received a lot of
received, “they
up abandoning it in a
attention among
are given a full
lawmakers in the
physical exami
port-a-potty.”
last few years and
nation, and then
-KELSEY BAUMAN
many states have
the county is
also begun to pass
contacted and
similar bills in
the baby is
which the time frame for the drop put into foster care,” Adrienne
off varies.
Laurent, thedirector of news,
Massachusetts is one example public affairs, and clinical com

Everyone's harvest
Marinas Certified

farmers market

Every Sunday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

munications at Salinas
Valley Memorial said.
“We have not yet
received any babies
and in fact no hospital
in Monterey County
has,” Laurent said.
“The last I heard
there have been only six
babies brought in state
wide,” she said.
As a class project
for TAT 399 Service
Learning taught by
Steven Levinson, Kelsey
Bauman and four of
her fellow students
were given an assign
ment to create a service
announcement for the
Monterey County area.
After discussing top
ics, her group agreed that the Safe
Haven Law would be the best
public service announcement for
them to do.
“We saw the potential to
show the community this good
opportunity,” Bauman said.
The law was proposed in this
area of California because “There
was this woman who came up
from down south a year ago to
have her baby and then ended up
abandoning it in a port-a-potty,”
she said.
Laurent said the project is a
good idea considering that the law
is not widely known and it will

sitio seguro para
entregar su bebe

GRAPHIC BY...

help to spread the word, hopefully
encouraging people that feel the
need to leave their child to leave
it in a safe place.
Bauman’s project is to become
part of service week and should
be completed in November.
“We are going to air two, 30second TV and radio spots in
English and Spanish and we want
to get them on KSBW and WGN,”
Bauman said.
She said they should air some
time mid-November if the sta
tions agree to pick up the spots,
which according to an unnamed
source at KSBW, “depends on the
content of the spots.”

ROOM 4 RENT
Fresh quality, reasonably priced produce and many unique goods
EBT & WIC happily accepted
Marina Transit Station, 280 Reservation Rd. & De Forest
across from the Marina Post Office 831.384.6961
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In 5 bedroom house, full privileges,
includes PG&E, shared bath. Compatible
pets considered for extra fee. $450 with
deposit. Washer/Dryer on Premises. Quiet
place to study, in the Country. Just 15
min. from campus in Prunedale.
(831) 663-4508.

News

Burns
...from page 1

The local fire units from the cities
of Marina, Monterey, and Seaside, the
Salinas Rural Fire District, the North
County Fire District and the Bureau of
Land Management employees trained for
the bum before hand.
The fire units made sure the areas
of Parker Flats were cleaned and all
unknown “Ordinances” were properly dis
posed of before starting the bums.
In last year’s bums, the back county of
Fort Ord went up in flames and resulted in an
uncontrollable fire. The 20,000-acre habitat
FORA has been hying to maintain was burnt
last year to the tune of about 1,500 acres.

This year’s bums turned out to be a suc
cess. But some of CSUMB’s student body
didn’t know about the bums happening.
“I had no idea that there were any
fires going on at school. Every year the
school usually posts a headliner on first
class or send out a flyer. But this year no
one seemed to be properly notified,” said
HCOM junior, Jay Punkar.
The bum is made mandatory by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS)
and by the Habitat Conservation Plan at
the former military base. In Spring 2006,
the Department of Fish and Game will be
monitoring and following up Fort Ord’s
vegetation and animal life.
Soon FORA will advance again on its
way to finish up their vision of the 20,000acre development
of the habitat
reserve on former
Fort Ord.
Burns will help
to continue to
bring life back to
Fort Ord. More
possible
burns
may continue in
the next couple of
months depend
ing on weather
conditions.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY FORA

COMPUTERWORKS

Documentary
...from page 5

She felt her studies were suffering because
she was feeling this incredible need to help
the victims in Louisiana.
Blancher was granted permission to take
an independent study course in her home
state of Louisiana to film a documentary
on the lives of those affected by Hurricane
Katrina. The film is currently titled “Katrina:
The Hurricane Hits Home.”
“Given her personal connection, Estee
decided to cover people’s personal stories
and how they are reconnecting and recreat
ing their lives,” said Levinson.
“People want to share their stories because
everyone has a story to tell,” Blancher said
on her way down the Bayou to film the
devastation caused by Hurricane Rita in
Southern Louisiana.
Blancher explained that she is currently
only filming with her director of photog
raphy, Daniel Taras, because, “it was hard
with so many people, and when you are
filming this type of thing you have to have a
certain understanding and sensitivity, which
Daniel has, so it works out well.”
“We get invited to more homes with just
the two of us and it is easier to get around,”
she said. She also added that she is getting to
know her camera very well and doing much
of the filming herself.
On Oct. 20, Levinson held a benefit in
order to help fund the extreme expense of

Blancher’s documentary.
“We got amazing publicity for the event,
so in terms of getting the word out, it was
successful, but in terms of getting the funds
it wasn’t as successful as we had hoped,”
said Levinson.

Blancher felt her studies were

suffering because she was
feeling this incredible need to

help the victims in Louisiana.

After only making around $320, the ben
efit wasn’t attended by as many people as
Levinson had hoped. Since the event had
been so vastly publicized, a few people
unable to attend made private donations.
The benefit was co-hosted by Staci
Caccioppi, a visiting University of New
Orleans Student, and featured music by
Jonah and the Whale Watchers, The Pillow
Fighters, and Para La Gente. Also, dur
ing the benefit, recent footage from New
Orleans was shown.
“We were hoping for a decent crowd,
hoping to have faculty and staff there. It
was kind of an experiment that failed you
might say,” said Levinson, who continues
to seek donations and encourage people to
go to the Web site to see the progress of
Blancher’s film.

Student/Teacher Pricing Available With Valid ID

Providing Excellent
Service Since 1984

Making Computers Work For You

Apple Notebook Computers
Starting at $1499
We have the 2GB and 4GB
iPod Nano in both black
and white in stock now!

BELKIN
MARWARE

New iMac G5 up to 2.1 GHz
Starting at $1299

speck

Computer works has the
largest selection of iPods
and iPod accessories in
Monterey County.

Apple Specialist

1721 Fremont Blvd.* Seaside
899-3177 * www.mbcw.com
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Sports
Women’s soccer looks to the future

Goalllllllllllllllllllllllll!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Kiel Stromgren, StaffReporter
Kiel_Stromgren@csumb.edu

With a record of 2-17-1 overall
and being winless in conference,

the CSUMB women’s
team didn’t have a lot
excited about.
It was a disappointing
record wise, but it was a

soccer
to be
season
step in

the right direc
tion for future
programs.
“Although
we didn’t do as
well as I had
hoped,
this
team has amaz
ing talent. Our
scores may not
have always
reflected it, but
we knew we
could keep up
with any team
we
faced,”
said co-captain
Jessica
Martelle.
Martelle is
one of the seven
seniors leaving the team this
year, making it important for the
program to recruit well.
The Otters will be forced to

put a lot of weight on the nine
freshmen that were recruited last
year. They will have to step up
and make an impact if the Otters
plan on making any kind of run
in California Collegiate Athletic
Association play next season.
The Otters did show some
improvement this year by tying
a strong CCAA opponent in
Sonoma State. They were also
victorious over Masters College
in the beginning of the season.
The Otters also got their sec
ond and final win of the season
against Embry-Riddle College in
their last tournament in Arizona.
Out of the seven seniors that
will not be returning next season
five were starters and all made an
impact on the team.
“The freshman that joined the
team this year has made a huge
impact. I have faith that they can
pick up the slack on the field.

Truthfully I think the biggest
impact that losing the seniors
has is off the field,” said co
captain Rachelle Jones. “The
seniors we had this year were
the most energetic and passion
ate leaders that I have ever been
on a team with.”
The future for the women’s
soccer team looks promising, but
for the seven seniors, this was
the last year they will play in an
Otter uniform.
“This year meant a lot to me.
I set expectations for myself and
the. girls coming in. I was so
fortunate to have the best fresh
men group of girls I could pos
sibly ask for join the team,” said
Martelle. “This year has made
me realize how important every
second of doing what you love
is worth.”

Star-studded golf
Crystal Costa, StaffReporter
Crystal_Costa@csumb.eDu

The President’s Cup Celebrity
Golf Classic is teeing off Nov. 11.
Bayonet and Black Horse Golf
courses in Seaside will hold this
fundraiser in which all proceeds
fund scholarships for CSUMB
student athletes.
Various celebrities will be in
attendance. Some athletes include
former NFL player Ron Johnson,
andArizona Diamondbacks hitting
coach and former San Francisco
Giant Mike Aldrete. Steve Lavin,
ESPN College Basketball Analyst
will also attend.
Arizona Diamondback’s minor
league shortstop Jackie Santori
and Giants minor league first
basemen Tyler VonSchell attend.
Professional golfers like Sally
Dodge and Olympic gold medal
ist Dan O’Brien are among the
few who will also partake in the
activities.
These are only a few celebri
ties on the list of more than 15

that have confirmed. They have
signed up to play Saturday to sup
port CSUMB athletics.
Athletic Director Bill Trumbo
said, “The proceeds from
the event are deposited in the
CSUMB Foundation and held for
distribution for scholarships for
worthy scholar student athletes of
all sports.”
The event begins with a recep
tion banquet dinner and silent
auction on Nov. 10. The “Pairing
Party” reception starts at 6:30
p.m. and dinner follows at 7 p.m.
A dinner ticket is included with
the golf tournament entry.
All of the festivities of the
tournament begin on Nov. 11 at
8:15 a.m. with on course registra
tion, open range and a continen
tal breakfast. It is followed by
a shotgun start, a way to start a
tournament in which all groups
of players tee off simultaneously
from different holes at 9:30 a.m.
According to the brochure on
the CSUMB Athletics Web site,
“Participants will be entertained
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Celebrity
Golf Tournament

GRAPHIC BY JENNIE BANTA

by the reincarnation of sports
caster, Howard Cosell, aka “Mr.
C in Heaven” doing on-course
interviews and introducing the
celebrity players.”
They are also giving away a
new car to the first hole-in-one
winner and there will be a raffle.
Trumbo said, “It is a fun day
of golf and provides means by
which the staff, faculty and stu
dents can engage members of the
community supporting a worthy
cause for the university.”

Other tournament features are
the barbeque lunch, closest-tothe-hole- prizes for each par three,
and the award banquet in the
clubhouse at the end of the day.
Individual entries for the
tournament are $225, and tee
sponsorships where one could
advertise their sign on a tee or
hole is $300. One can also pur
chase a “Super Ticket” for $40
which includes two raffle tickets,
a CSUMB all-sports pass, two
mulligans, a putting game and a

target hole contest.
Former President Peter Smith
and the current men’s golf coach
Bill Paulson started this event.
They came up with this idea
because they were interested in
developing an intercollegiate golf
tournament. It has been up and
running ever since for nine years.
For more information on
this event contact the CSUMB
Athletic Department at 582-3015
or visit www.csumb.edu/sports.

Sports

Michael’s Nook

Playing by
the rules
Growing up, we always heard our
coaches tell us to “be good sports
men,” or to “play by the rules.”
Apparently, no one told the men’s
soccer team, their head coach, or
the other coaches of the California
Collegiate Athletic Association.
Rules were thrown by the wayside when members of CSUMB’s
men’s soccer team were forced
to forfeit all of their conference
games due to a CCAA regulation.
The regulation, according to the
CCAA states that any player who
accumulates five, cautions during
a season cannot participate in the
next regularly scheduled game.
Each three additional cautions
shall result in an additional onegame suspension. Any game in
which a suspended player or coach
participates illegally shall be for
feited to the opposing team.
The rule was violated a total
of five times. As speculation
and hearsay begin, players and
students are still incognizant as
to “snitch” on the men’s team.
It was initially thought that
the UC Davis coach brought it
to the attention of the CCAA.
Afterwards, knowledge began to
break ground that it could have
actually been the head coach of
CSU Bakersfield, Simon Tobin.
In an interview with Otter Realm
staff reporter Oren Trower, Tobin
had this to say: “Artie [men’s head
coach] has to play closer attention
to the rules. Now a days, someone

is always out to get you.”
That’s precisely it coach. Before
Oct. 13, the Otters were 6-4 (33 CCAA), ranked eighth in the
Far West region by the National
Soccer Coaches of America and
were beginning to make some seri
ous buzz not only in the CCAA
North, but regionally as well.
Yes, some indolence on our
soccer team arose to actually let
ineligible players participate, but
would anyone have cared if the
Otters started off 0-10 as opposed
to 6-4?
A new, revamped, Otters team
took the CCAA North by surprise.
The Otters opened their 2005
campaign with a sweep at the
Westminster Tournament in Salt
Lake City, Utah. The Otters con
jured up 10 goals in only three
games. The men would go on to
lose their next four games, but
clearly significant improvement
was made.
As the season went on defender/
midfielder Kyle Satow would
emerge as an offensive threat.
Satow led the Otters in three offen
sive statistical categories (goals,
assists and points).
As of right now, Satow still
leads the Otters in two categories
and is tied in the other. The sopho
more has 12 goals, seven assists
and 31 points and is only the sec
ond player in Otter history to score
over 30 points in a single season.
Other players are playing their
roles as well. Captain Nic Torricelli
is tied for the team lead in assists at
seven and leads the team in assists
per game average. Imagine what
kind of season an otherwise face
less team would have had if we
had just “played by the rules.”
I don’t condone breaking the
rules, nor have I ever advocated
going the circuitous route to get
around rules. However, it seems
safe to say that fear and the primal
instinct to “get someone” played
a pivotal role in the demise of the
Otter’s once-promising season.
No matter how much sports
manship is preached, the bottom
line is everyone is out to get you,
no matter whom you are.

Volleyball spikes controversy
Jon Allred, Staff Reporter
Jon_Allred@csumb.edu

After a strong performance
against Chico State on Oct. 7
at the Kelp Bed in a three sets
to two loss, sophomore outside
hitter Brittany Etchings, who had
one of her best games of the
season with 31 kills, was named
player of the week by the CCAA
Conference. She then found her
self in the midst of a controversy
concerning her award.
The news of Etchings receiv
ing player of the week did not
sit well with some members of
Chico State’s volleyball team.
Chico State immediately got
in contact with their Sports
Information director and wanted
the tape of the game reviewed.
Chico State was adamant that

Etchings did not have 31 kills (a
ball hit that is not returned by the
opposing team) and one of their
own players had more kills than
Etchings.
After much speculation, Mike
Bond, CSUMB’s Director of Sports
Information, reviewed the tape.
When reviewing the tape, Bond
discovered that Etchings only had
25 kills instead of 31. The high
number of 31 was still more than
the Chico State player, who only
had 19 kills.
Rumors started to surface that
the CCAA conference was going
to take some type of action as a
result of the statistical error.
“There was a rumor floating
around that the conference was
going to take away Brittany’s
player of the week award but
they weren’t sure,” said teammate
Danielle VandenBos.

According to Bond, there was
no controversy and the confer
ence wasn’t going to take away
Etchings player of the week award
and it was an open and shut case.
CSUMB women’s volleyball
coach Jerry Gregg believed that
the rumors started as a result of
the soccer fiasco that took place
around the same time.
“It wasn’t a big deal and as
far as I’m aware, the issue didn’t
even reach the conference. It was
never an issue that would have
caused the award to have been
taken away from Brittany. The
issue was strictly between our
Sports Information director and
Chico State’s Sports Information
director,” said Gregg.
Etchings declined comment on
the issue.

not to be cheezy, but...
The Otter Realm
thanks

DC PIZZA
good food makes good design!
late night pizza hours: Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, 8 p.m. - midnight
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‘Rain of Gold’ gives gift of passion storytelling
Chui Archuleta, StaffReporter

he courts Lupe. Lupe’s family is
very religious and will not deal
with any man who drinks or plays
cards, and because of this Juan
must hide the fact that he is a
whiskey bootlegger and notorious
for his gambling in card rooms.
The immigrant experience per
meates “Rain of Gold” as we

Donald_Archuleta@csümb.edu

“Rain of Gold” is a story of love,
humor, and the passion of the
spirit condensed into two hours.
The core of the play centers on
the romance of Lupe and Juan,
and the problems Juan faces as

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY WESTERN STAGE THEATRE

watch the char
acters endure the
loss of their land,
the Mexican revo
lution and finally
their escape to Los
Estados Unidos as
their final salva
tion.
Once
there,
they have to
endure a hard life
as laborers work
ing in the fields
and racism from
the gringos who
torment them.
“Rain of Gold”
was directed by
Lorenzo Arago
and adapted by The cast of ‘Rain of Gold’ perform in Spanish and English.
Michael Roddy
and Maria Elizabeth Malagamba Juan and Lupe.
Roddy. The writers had their
It was a welcome change to see
work cut out for them as they persons of Mexican and Latino
adapted this play for its second descent being used in the lead
production.
roles of a production. In the audi
In the first production of “Rain ence and in the play it was a major
of Gold,” it was four hours long ity of Latino faces performing and
and tried to cover the entire novel watching intently. The familiar
from which it was based. This Spanish phrases and names used
newly revised adaptation cut the in “Rain of Gold” were a comfort
time in half and centers on the to hear in the public sphere.
second half of the novel that has
The Western Theatre employed
most of the drama of the story and live music including drums, gui
the love and courtship between tars, and many other instruments

Mariachis made in Monterey Bay
Lauren Patron, Staff Reporter
LAUREN_P ATRON@CSUMB. EDU

For the first time in CSU Monterey
Bay history, students will be able
to participate and enjoy the unique
sounds of a student and commu
nity based Mariachi ensemble.
The band was stated by students
Liliana Castrellon and Gabriel
Hernandez and is affiliated with
CSUMB’s Music and Performing
Arts department, as both a club
and class.
Advisor to the Mariachi
Club, Juan Sanchez, said
that the unique thing
about the band is, “it
started not just as a per
10 Otter Realm | Nov. 10—Nov. 23,2005

forming opportunity but as a way
to reach out to the community.”
Currently the ensemble is com
posed of half students and half
community members with their
youngest being
11 years old.
“Mariachi is for
everybody,” said
Hernandez.
The ensem
ble pro

vides the opportunity for any
person to join, with or without
experience.
There are members such as
Castrellon and Hernandez who
have been involved in Mariachi
ensembles for the majority of
their lives, and there are students
who are taking this opportu
nity to learn an instrument
and celebrate their love
for this culture and
music.
The band is part of
CSUMB’s Reclaim Project
Program. Richard Bains,
chair to the Music and
Performing Arts depart
ment, describes the

program as “a project with the
community to reclaim cultural,
and art traditions that may have
been lost.”
The Mariachi ensem
ble “will provide the
CSUMB
community
with one cultural aspect
that was missing. This
gives
the
opportu
nity
to
learn and
get

to keep the tempo and passion
of the play alive. The songs were
very emotional and the dancers
moved gracefully and made full
use of the stage.
The Western Stage contin
ues its 2005 season with Anton
Chekhov’s “The Cherry Orchard”
in November and Kenneth
Grahame’s “The Wind in the
Willows” in December.

something out of the experience,”
said Sanchez
Castrellon, who was encour
aged by Juan Sanchez to take her
talent to a higher level and bring
Mariachi into the campus com
munity, said that her role model
was her teacher in High School,
who inspired her to keep Mariachi
alive. She said shes hopes that the
Mariachi Band will “make more
events that have their music and
culture” incorporated.
The Mariachi Band meets
every Thursdays from 6:30-8 p.m
in the Music Hall. Their first per
formance will be held in early
December at CSUMB’s World
Theater as a part of MPA’s winter
concert.

Tourist
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Resident
Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Chad_Ghiron@csumb.edu

The brightest, dream-like colors adorn the
Butterfly House. Like something out of a
fairy tale, the house is tucked away in beau
tiful Pacific Grove, on 9th street, seconds
away from the ocean.
Just like every Grimm Brothers yam,
there is a struggle at the heart of the house
and its story. J. and Sonja Jackson, the
Butterfly House owners, have lived turbu
lent lives, marred with personal pain and
economic struggle.
In 1977, after very trying childhoods, J.
and Sonja met, married and moved from La
Jolla to Pacific Grove where they bought
their dream home, which at the time was
nothing more than a run down shack.
J. said it was “literally falling down.”
Despite this fact, J. and Sonja had
found their home. But, there was another
problem.
Sonja had a degenerative sight disorder
called Retinitis Pigmentosa which caused
her vision to become darker and darker as
Pacific coastal days went by.
One day, Sonja could no longer see their
dream house. So J. started painting the

house with brighter and more beautiful
colors so Sonja could still enjoy it.
As the years went on and her sight
got worse, the Butterfly House became
brighter and J. always adjusted his paint
ings to Sonja’s eyesight.
Today, Sonja is blind. Like any fairytale
prince, J. has not stopped in his quest to
make Sonja’s life more beautiful. He has
adapted the butterfly house with a new
piece in the homes garage, which he calls
“the brail wall.”
J. paints butterflies and shapes with
raised, multi-colored dots so Sonja can still
enjoy his work.
Along with the beautiful colors and
amazing display of butterflies, there is a
little walkway called “the wall of love.”
For $6, lovers can buy an artificial butter
fly and put a name on it as a reminder of a
special someone.
A “consent reminder of your love for
them,” said J.
You can find their live stories as well as
everything else you might want to know
about them at www.thebutterflyuniverse.
com/index.html. Or simply stop by.
“People are always welcome to come
and enjoy our home,” said J.

When Sonja
Jackson’s eye sight
began to fail, her
husband J. deco
rated their dream
home as colorful
as possible so she
could enjoy the
color as long as he
sight would last.

Photos by
Chad Ghiron
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Laguna Seca motoring
Oren Trower, StaffReporter

The Sports Car
Club of America
(SCCA) held an
event on Oct. 28
for members to
run the track at
Laguna Seca.

Oren_Trower@csumb.edu

The Sports Car Club of America
held an event at Laguna Seca the
weekend of Oct 28.
Cars of all different shapes
and sizes converged on Mazda
Raceway Laguna Seca, coming
from as far as Florida.
The SCCA offers its members
many opportunities to drive their cars
on racetracks around the nation.
“There are hundreds of reasons
why someone would join,” said
Sherry Grantz, the San Francisco
Region administrator. “Mainly
members include anyone with an
interest in motor sports either racing
or volunteering,” she continued.
Robert “Bob” Johnston is one
of those members Grantz spoke
of. Johnston, from Florida, drove
his early 90s Shelby Can-Am with
a Chevrolet power plant.
The smell of exhaust filled the
air as the cars filed out of the pre
grid in the order that they quali

PHOTOS BY OREN TROWER
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fied for this particular race.
Tim Kruse, another member of
the SCCA and one of Johnston’s
close racing buddies, acted as
the crew chief for the weekend.
The two motor aficionados met
through working together and
found they had a similar passion.
“We have 11 or 12 years of racing
experience together,” said Kruse. “I
would have liked to be racing this
weekend,” he continued.
Kruse was unable to participate
in the race due to a blown engine
in one of his cars and a ruined
transmission in his other car.
“Man those guys in the open
wheeled cars, they were crazy,”
Johnston said. “I just let them do
what they wanted.”
The race ended after the 30
minutes. The open wheeled cars
Johnston referred to were Vintage
Formula Cars.
Information about joining the
SCCA and a listing of their events
are available on their Web site,
http://scca.org.

Arts & Essence

Adam’s Pics
sex marks the spot

What do a pair of truck-sized breasts,
a doctor’s love affair with a sheep,
and apprehensive talking sperm have in
common?
They are all part of the “facts of life,”
according to Woody Allen’s, “Everything
You Always Wanted to Know about Sex
* but Were Afraid to Ask” (1972); loosely
based on Dr. David Reuben’s bestselling
book of the same title from 1969.

It’s up to Victor Shakapopulis
(Woody Allen) to stop the
massive mammaries from

terrorizing the community.

Allen alleviates the medical jargon and
recreates his own absurd seven-part series
that shows the hilarity of human sexuality,
the folly of fetish, and the ludicrousness of
lust. Allen delves into the asterisked terri
tory of the title, “but Were Afraid to Ask,”
with an expertise that mimics the best sex
clinicians in the world.
“Do aphrodisiacs work?” (Each vignette
title is an actual chapter of Reuben’s book)
is the first vignette, which is the funniest
and most cinematic of them all. Allen stars
as the nihilistic, Royal Fool of a medieval
castle. When he becomes distracted by the

fair bosom of the queen, (Lynn Redgrave)
his jestering suffers. To quench his insa
tiable lust for her he seeks out a potent
aphrodisiac to use on her.
The powerful potion works on the
queen, but the Fool finds himself stuck
in a conundrum: an indestructible locked,
chastity belt concealing the queen’s royal
goodness, and a jealous king (Anthony
Quayle), who holds the one key that can
open the belt. Allen’s Fool resembles
Chaplin’s Tramp. Though tragic, their
characters constantly stumble into humor,
accidentally.
The film moves on, bringing us back
into more modem times. Gene Wilder’s
one-of-a-kind, glassy-eyed sincerity is
perfect for Dr. Ross, the protagonist of,
“What is Sodomy?”
Ross is a moderately successful married
psychiatrist who falls in love with one of
his patients, a Latvian sheep named Daisy.
Entangled in an intense extramarital
affair, he is left with no choice but to lie
to his wife about why he comes home
smelling of a bam and why he has a new
distaste for lamb chops. The ridiculous
ness of this whole scenario works because
it takes itself completely seriously. It
all ends tragically: Ross in an alleyway
without a wife, medical practice, or lamb,
sucking on a bottle of Woolite. Sodomy is
not mentioned once.

“Are the Findings of Doctors
and Clinics Who Do Sexual
Research Accurate?” explores
the research of a mad scien
Woody Allen
tist (John Carradine), whose
most recent experiment, a pair
of size 4000 X-cup breasts,
escape from the laboratory.
It’s up to Victor Shakapopulis
(Woody Allen) to stop the mas
sive mammaries from terroriz
ing the community. Allen man
ages to fit every breast joke
"Everything you
imaginable into this homage to
always wanted to know
William Castle horror movies
about sex
of the 1950s.
“What
Happens
dur
ing Ejaculation?” is set in a
world, aesthetically similar
to Kubrick’s “2001: a Space
were afraid to ask"
But
Odyssey:” very minimalist.
The tale looks at the title ques
tion cognitively, as it demon
strates the internal communi
cation between a man’s brain
IMAGE COURTESY OF IMDB.COM
and his sperm (Allen and other
men dressed in white suits and bathing tastes in his real life, but Reuben’s book
caps) as the man readies to have inter and the film alike both insist that “strange”
course. The film ends very fittingly, after and “sexual taste” is in the eyes of many
the ejaculation.
different beholders.
Sure, Allen may have strange sexual

Paper due at 9 tomorrow?
Still researching at 2 AM?

Ask a Librarian

24/7

http://library.csumb.edu
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Opinion
Three way drag queen
Adam Joseph, Managing Editor

Miss Epiphany

fears the

TV

Television rots brains. Kind of in the same rather watch Oprah or Late Night with
way gingivitis rots teeth and bacteria rots a Conan O’Brien than wash themselves.
crotch. It’s a fact.
These people also had a direct correla
Additionally, television is a key cause of tion with people who said they had not
gingivitis in young children. They watch had intercourse in the past six months.
Television
ruins
Saturday morning
cartoons with their
______________ _______________
peoples sex lives as
little bowl of sug
well and is a danger
Along with killing sexual
ary, over processed,
to the human spe
appetite, prolonged television
candy laden cereal
cies.
and get all hyped up
Along with kill
watching has not not been
on the toy and candy
ing sexual appetite,
shown to make people dumb.
commercials.
prolonged television
Then,
when
watching has not not
been shown to make
mommy or daddy or
court appointed care
people dumb.
provider tries to get them to brush their
Look at a person watching television.
teeth, they spaz out, high on cane.
Take a picture of them. They
When the kids do brush their teeth,
either look mentally handi
capped or emotionally
the toothpaste tastes like bubble gum and
is paradoxically sugar ridden as well.
disturbed. They’re
zoned out with
Probably advertised on T.V.
little bits of
As for crotch rot, well, television is to
grey
mat
blame in that case too. T.V. watchers
ter escaping
sit on the couch, getting their brains
their cranium.
numbed and leaving their sexual
bits to go unwashed for days
Hold a mega
at a time in order not to miss
phone up their ear
and brain cells can be
their favorite shows.
heard catapulting them
It’s a sad situation and
selves into space, scream
most long-term televi
ing, “Like a rock!” or “You
sion viewers who
got, Toyota!”
were polled in a
Driven to mad suicide by car
completely fic
commercial jingles.
titious study
Of course, this sickness, this epidemic,
said they
this pandemic, bi-coastal, indiscriminate
would
mass marketing, money making, hormone
draining machine can’t be stopped. It’s too
late for us. Television has done us in.
14 | Otter Realm | Nov. 10—Nov. 23,2005

There are three types of drag queens: the
scary, the pleasant, and the, “holy shit,
you’re a guy?” Scary drag queens take the
lead from their eternal guru, Divine, the
star of many John Waters’ films. Divine’s
hoary, eye makeup extended the length
of his ten-inch forehead in the shape of
lightning bolts, giving him the perma
nent expression of the Wicked Witch of
the West. The 300-pound, orange-haired,
legend made children run in fear with a
single bat of his two-inch, faux fox-hair
eyelashes.
The pleasant drag queen or the drag
queen gone Disney, has become the corner
stone of Hollywood blockbuster hits like
“Tootsie” and “Mrs. Doubtfire.” They’re
dressed in drag to serve the wholesome
purpose of comforting those who need a
grandmother.
Lastly, the “holy shit, you’re a guy” drag
queen is self explanatory, with roots reach
ing back to the days of RuPaul.
On Ninth and Howard Street in San

Francisco sits Asia SF, a restaurant that
specializes in Asian fusion cuisine and
much, much more. Nothing is too out of
the ordinary until entering the main dining
room; it’s like Little Tokyo on acid: tradi
tional Shoji screens are back-lit with lique
fying colors against a backdrop of bloodred velvet and a touch of glitter gold.
Dozens of beautiful waitresses whisk by
at high speeds while a goddess behind the
bar mixes drinks with the precision of a
PhD chemist.
In actuality, these women are world
renowned “gender illusionists.” And the
illusion becomes a confused reality for
some of the male patrons who consume
one too many Singapore Slings. In between
appetizers and the main course, the gen
der illusionists perform atop the bar in
12-inch red pumps and black garter-belts;
everything from Berlin’s “Take My Breath
Away” to . raunchy burlesque songs of the
30’s.
The illusions performed at Asia SF put
David Copperfield to shame and make
RuPaul look like Rodney Dangerfield.

I wifi consume your free will

There is no way anyone could turn off
the television, let alone not have a televi
sion in their home. Just try it. It won’t last.
T.V. won’t be denied. It won’t be ignored.
A turned off television does not remain
that way for long. Someone will want to
watch it. Someone will want to feel that
familiar and comforting glow on his or her
cheek in the night.
And when that time comes, the televi
sion will be there, ready to pounce, like a

tube tiger in the tall grass of sitcoms and
reality shows.
There is but one weapon in the battle
against the evil that is television. One shin
ing beacon of splendid light, which cuts
through the danger of instant gratification
and growing illiteracy.
Savior, thy name is Book. People with
the right to bear written art; arm your
selves.

Opinion

Letters to the editor

Renn faire no joke

Student says, “So long, Laverty”
Upon reading Adam Joseph’s
article detailing the dispute sur
rounding former adjunct profes
sor Philip Laverty, I Googled
Laverty’s offending article to find
out what all the fuss was about.
Professor Laverty opposes not
only the misison statement of
the univerisity, but the existence
of CSUMB itself. He degrades
President Clinton’s transforma
tion of Fort Ord into a military
base and waxes nostalgic for the
Reagan administration. Laverty
goes on to lampoon the mission
statement, outcomes based edu
cation, and our university as a
whole.
I couldn’t help but wonder- why
would Laverty want to work at a
place that he finds so offensive?
Without a doubt, CSUMB is a
liberal campus. In many ways, it
has become what Berkley once
was: a hotbed for political activ
ism and progressive thought.
CSUMB, in many ways, ful
fills the role Berkley once did,
although it has not yet reached the
same level of academic difficulty.
But students are not assigned to
a specific university - we choose
the university that we believe will
best meet our personal and edu
cational needs and goals. Surely,
Laverty could seek employment
on another, more conserva
tive, campus if employment at
CSUMB fails to meet his profes
sional needs.
Professors at CSUMB are
remarkably talented at facilitating
discussions around divisive issues.

Such conversations and debates
are sucessful because professors
facilitate environments wherein
the students understand that while
they were free to disagree, they
needed to do so ethically.
If Laverty objects to “Ethics”
as a URL, I can’t understand
why. Ethical communication
enables conservatives to speak
out in class. Conservatives are the
minority, but I have never heard
someone disrespect and degrade
a conservative classmate within
a classroom setting. Moreover,
such dialogues help students
with differing opinions engage in
cooperative argumentation. The
Ethics requirement protects and
enables conservatives on campus
and I am surprised Laverty does
not laud it.
In the latter half of his article,
Laverty details his personal dif
ficulties interacting with members
of CSUMB staff and administra
tion, primarily Latinos. He attacks
M.E.Ch.A, Chicano studies, and
numerous staff members. Laverty
proves to be an odd fit on this
campus, which was created to
provide academic opprotunities to
those in the Tri-County area who
are traditionally underrepresented
and underserved.
I am white and middle class, and
I am not offended by the groups
Laverty disparages in his article.
Perhaps Laverty, like many white,
middle-class Americans, is scared
of engaging in an honest dialgoue
about race or is too insecure in his
own ethnic identity to empathize

with someone else’s experience.
An injustice is something
each and every human being can
understand - we all know what
unjust treatment feels like- and it
is imperative that we respect each
other’s experiences with injus
tice. If we are truly committed to
social justice, we need to value
groups like M.E.Ch.A and the
Black Panthers and not dismiss
them as “militant” or “extremist.”
We should listen to their experi
ences, which should unify us, not
divide us, because social justice
is an issue that pertains to all of
humanity.
Race is a difficult issue, no
doubt about it. Sometimes it feels
like we talk it to death in classes,
but Laverty’s attitude shows us
exactly why those class discus
sions are vital. Only through edu
cation and personal experience
can we as a generation eradicate
antiquated racial prejudices like
Laverty’s that stem from inexpe
rience and ignorance. We cannot
advocate diversity if our com
passion does not extend to those
we disagree with. Laverty proved
in his article that
he, not the people
he attacked in his
article, is the one
who is militant
and intolerant, and
the university is
better off without
him here.

Dear Editor,
In regards to Mr. Ghiron’s
brief piece on the Northern
California Renaissance Faire
at Casa de Fruta: The cor
rect spelling is “medieval”
and the Renaissance Faire is
not held in medieval times.
The
Northern
California
Renaissance Faire takes place
during the Renaissance era
(hence its name), specifically
in Elizabethan England. Other
faires take place in different
countries and eras. Additionally,
the stated ticket price in the text
contradicts the price stated at
the bottom. It is only $20. On
this same note, I do not think it
ethical of The Otter Realm or
its writers to encourage readers
to engage in what is essentially
stealing. Mr. Ghiron’s mention
of circumventing the gate in
order to enter free does just
this. While the cost to enter this
faire is exorbitantly expensive
(as faires go), those who per
form and work at faire pay their
dues and work hard for the love
of the faire. Faire-goers who
try to avoid paying the gate fee
are also hurting said employees
and performers, many of whom
are also struggling college stu
dents. California is home to an

otter

Jodes

We've all seen Open Forum. We know you have
opinions. Make the Opinion section your soap box
and let us know what you think. E-mail Rachel_
Kane@csumb.edu to submit pieces.

abundance of more reasonably
priced faires if one is inclined
to attend.
I also take exception to
Mr. Ghiron’s description of
Renaissance garb as “dirty,
musky costumes.” Devoted
faire participants work hard to
portray their characters authen
tically (with the exclusion of
those who dress up in any fan
tastical costume which may
catch their fancy). Renaissance
faires are dirty, as was the
Renaissance period. Many par
ticipants take pride in their garb
and keep it as clean as possible.
Furthermore, Mr. Ghiron’s men
tion of the abundance of female
cleavage is simply unnecessary.
Maidens do not “show their
cleavage” as modem women
do now. As the fashions of the
era exalted the hourglass form,
low-necked bodices are an
accepted aspect of faire - from
Queen Elizabeth I to the poor
est peasant woman.

Thank you,
Bonnie Andro-Avila
(Ten-year veteran of California
Renaissance Faires)
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photos by Chad Ghiron

Person On Campus
Why did you choose CSUMB?
Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Chad_Ghiron@csümb . edu

Jessica Ruiz
Freshman

Miriam Olivares
Senior

BUS ADMINISTRATION

HCOM

“Well I love the fact that it has a great
emphasis toward multiculturism. I love being
around open minded people, so CSUMB
seemed like the right place and it is.”

“CSUMB has more faculty involvement,
and the community is so diverse that it
makes the social life way more exciting.”

Dylan Flood
Senior
ISSM

“For the environment and outcome based
learning and because it kicks ass.”
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Sean Kwasnicki
Freshman

Elena Moreno
Junior

HPWE

HCOM

“I decided to come to CSUMB because I
wanted to go to a small school because it
feels more like a community. I also wanted
to play soccer so I decided to come here.”

“I believe that the small campus of CSUMB
was the best choice for me since there would
definitely be a greater focus on a teacherstudent level.”

